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Main Street
mainstay
to close
S&S Art Supply will shut
its doors after 4 years
Sarah Ellis

SELLIS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

T

here’s not much day-to-day bustle at
S&S Art Supply on Main Street.
On a weekday last month, owner
Eric Stockard helped a handful of
customers who dropped in throughout the
afternoon — a mother and son buying art
supplies to make crafts for their home-school
lessons, a retired art teacher looking for some
frosted mylar sheets.
Swing music plays on a Pandora radio station
while Stockard’s wife, Amanda LadymonStockard, amuses their 1-year-old daughter,
Lily, near the cash register.
Rows of colorful art supplies line the walls
below local artists’ paintings. But there are
gaps on the shelves left by many of the store’s
last remaining items that have been sold at
S&S • 3
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S&S Art Supply’s last big hurrah
will be at First Thursdays on Main
this week.
Since moving to Main Street
in July 2010, S&S has hosted
local artists for showings at First
Thursdays ever y month. This
Thursday will feature eight local
artists on display at the store.
The downtown festivities kick
off Thursday at 6 p.m. on the
1400, 1500 and 1600 blocks of
Main Street.
— Compiled by Sarah Ellis,
Assistant News Editor

S&S Art Supply owner Eric Stockard helps a customer choose supplies. The store will close this month.

Smalls to speak
at commencement
ceremonies

USC grad Gibbons shares lessons
Accomplished TV host
delivers Buchheit lecture
Natalie Pita

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Alumna made $1 million
donation earlier this year

USC alumna Leeza Gibbons is proud
to be a “sweet Carolina girl.”
The former host of “Entertainment
Tonight” and “Leeza” learned many
lessons from being a student at USC and
growing up in Irmo, she said. A graduate
of the USC School of Journalism and
Mass Communications and a member
of Delta Delta Delta sorority, Gibbons
shared her life lessons Monday as this
year’s speaker for the Buchheit Family
Lecture.
“[ Telev ision] rea l ly ha s been a n
extraordinary opportunity, and I learned
a lot about being from the South. I
learned that it really was the ultimate
not-so-secret weapon,” she said.
She current ly hosts t he T V news
magazine show “A merica Now” and
weekly TV news show “My Generation”
o n PB S . S h e h a s c r e at e d s e v e r a l
nonprof its, including Leeza’s Place,
that provide support to patients and
careg ivers af fected by A lzheimer’s
disease.
Gibbons said her career in broadcast
journalism quickly taught her that life
was about pivot points she could use to
further her career. She advised audience
members to adjust their “WOW” factor,
or “window on the world.”

INSIDE
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Amanda Coyne

ACOYNE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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Leeza Gibbons, host of TV’s “America Now” and “My Generation,”
speaks Monday about lessons she’s learned in life and her career.
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Entertainment execut ive and USC
a lu m n a M a r v a Sm a l l s w i l l add re s s
graduates at this month’s commencement
c e r e m o n ie s . S m a l l s , w h o d o n at e d
$1 million to the McNair Center for
Aerospace Innovation and Research in
September, will receive an honorar y
doctorate degree.
Smalls is a Florence native and still
maintains a home t here, t hough she
primarily resides and work s in New
York. Her donation — the third sevenfigure sum given to the center by a South
Carolina businesswoman — will fund
scholarships for students from the state’s
Pee Dee region who intend to st udy
aerospace engineering.
The Pee Dee encompasses Smalls’
hometown as well as Lake Cit y, from
which the center’s namesake, Ronald
McNair, hailed. McNair was the first
civ ilian A f rican-A merican ast ronaut
and died in the space shuttle Challenger
disaster in 1986, shortly before he was to
take a job at USC.
The scholarships furnished by Smalls’
donation will go to both undergraduate

MIX

SPORTS

VIEWPOINTS

USC Dance
students
choreograph
and perform
a personalized rendition
of “Future
Perfect.”

South Carolina
blew out NC
Central 7927 Monday,
giving Dawn
Staley her
100th win as a
Gamecock.

Editorial Board:
Students need
to prioritize
supporting local
businesses and
the arts.

8

4

SMALLS • 2

WEATHER
Tuesday

Wednesday

High 69°
Low 53°

High 76°
Low 58°

2

Tuesday, December 3, 2013

Second teen arrested in Thanksgiving Day travel Richland County deputy
dies of lung cancer
Lexington iPad thefts deaths down from 2012
A second arrest has been made in the string of
iPad tablet thefts at Lexington High School, The
State reported.
Thomas Char vez Reese, 18, was arrested
Monday and charged with petty larceny. He is
awaiting a bond hearing while he is being held at
the county Detention Center.
Law enforcement is on the lookout for a third
student, according to the Lexington Count y
Sheriff’s Department.
Last Friday, 18-year-old Garvin Jerome Jackson
Jr. was arrested at his Lex ing ton home and
charged with one count of receiving stolen goods
and two counts of obtaining property under false
pretenses. Jackson was booked at the Lexington
County Detention Center.
Lexington resident James Oscar Bluford Jr., 17,
is also wanted on a petty larceny charge.

The state Department of Public Safety reported
that five people died on South Carolina roads over the
Thanksgiving holiday weekend from Wednesday, Nov.
27 through Sunday, Dec. 1, The State reported.
This year’s number of deaths is down from the 2012
death total of 10.
According to the Department of Public Safety, 690
people have died this year on state roads. In 2012, 787
people died in the same period of time.
State lawmakers voted in June to hire 40 more
state troopers and give the state Highway Patrol $1.3
million. Because the number of South Carolina drivers
is increasing at the same time the number of state
troopers is decreasing, the Highway Patrol asked for
additional funding.
An estimated 567,000 South Carolina residents drove
throughout the course of the Thanksgiving holiday
weekend, according to A A A. This was an 11,600
increase from last year.

Richland County Sheriff’s Deputy Mark Ryan
died late Sunday from lung cancer, The State
reported.
Ryan was the single father of three daughters,
with whom he was very close. Richland County
Sheriff Leon Lott said he was proud of both
Ryan’s fight against the disease and his service to
the force. Ryan served as a uniform patrol deputy
before joining the Richland County department.
Ryan was praised recently after he ran into a
burning apartment complex to save those inside.
He was treated for smoke inhalation at the scene.
The full ceremonial law enforcement funeral
will be held t his Thursday at 11 a.m. at t he
Greenlawn Funeral Home.
— Hannah Jeffrey, Assistant News Editor

— Hannah Jeffrey, Assistant News Editor
— Hannah Jeffrey, Assistant News Editor
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“For me, I always had the choice just
to put on another pair of glasses and
just to see it through another lens,”
Gibbons said.
He r e a rl ie r y e a r s work i n g f or
“Entertainment Tonight” were one of
the first times she needed to look at her
life through a different lens, as she was
initially frustrated by playing second
fiddle to Mary Hart. When she took
another look, she said she learned that
she needed to stop looking for balance
in her life and take risks instead.
“I can see now that I was trying to
balance, and that’s when I learned that
didn’t work. ...I was up so high on that
balance beam that I was afraid to look
down,” Gibbons said. “There is no
middle of the seesaw in my opinion.
So now, instead of trying to balance
my time, I look at investing my time.”
One r isk t hat Gibbons took
involved helping Paramount build its
brand while working hard to build a
brand of her own. She began doing
transactional work for Sheer Cover
makeup during a time when celebrities
were not selling products.
She began to become comfortable

Check out our
website for photos
and a video from last
night’s Carolighting
at the Statehouse!
www.dailygamecock.com
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with the idea of risk-tak ing, but it
eventually resulted in having to face a
lawsuit because of discrepancies over
her contract.
“It was a d if f ic u lt ser ies of
appearances in the day, but I fought
for what I thought was right. I fought
to be heard,” Gibbons said. “I learned
through that that it was important to
fight for what you believe in and that
it is important to read the fi ne print in
your contract.”
Gibbons advised the audience to
“keep dancing, even if you can’t hear
the music.” She said she learned how to
be a change authority in her own life,
but she warned her audience that there
will always be obstacles.
“Whether you want to change world
hunger or you want to change your
weight, it’s the same thing,” Gibbons
said. “You have to expect push-back.”
She also suggested that they find
value in facing this fear and said that
fear decreases as value increases.
“I’m afraid of sharks, but if my child
fell into the ocean, I would be the
fi rst to jump in. And so would you,”
Gibbons said. “Fear is every where,
everywhere; you just have to fi nd the
upside in facing the downside.”

a nd g r adu ate st udent s
and are expected to help
ex pa nd t he new, sma l l
prog ra ms i n aerospace
eng i neer i ng a nd some
s ub set s. T h ree of f ive
programs are currently
u p a n d r u n n i n g w it h
a h a nd f u l of s t ude nt s
enrolled.
Carlisle Floyd, another
n at ive of t he Pee Dee
region, will also receive
an honorary doctorate at
the ceremonies. Floyd is a
renowned opera composer
and librettist, originally
from Latta.
A t t he D e c . 16
ceremon ies, 1,650
baccalau reate, master’s
and professional degrees
are expected to be
awarded to graduates from
t he Colu mbia ca mpu s.
A not he r 850 s t ude nt s
will graduate from USC’s
seven system campuses.
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Takeout can eat up your savings.
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instead of going out.
$6 saved a day x 5 days
a week x 10 years x
6% interest = $19,592.
That could be money
in your pocket. Small
changes today. Big
bucks tomorrow. Go
to feedthepig.org
for free savings tips.
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S&S • Continued from 1
deep discounts in preparation for the
store’s closing this month.
Last summer’s back-to-school business
was so good Stockard could afford to buy
himself a funky old truck to fix up in
his spare time and haul away loads of
cardboard from the store.
T h i s s u m mer ’s bac k-to - s c ho ol
business was so bad Stockard is shutting
down the business he started four years
ago with his father, Brian.
“We had a blast. We had a good time,”
Stockard said. “Time to go make some
money.”
After a year of business on Rosewood
Drive, S&S moved to the 1600 block of
Main Street in July 2010.
Three and a half years later, slow
sales and high costs have the Stockards
clearing their shelves and making plans
for a future that won’t include S&S.
“I think with some retail businesses
... the only reason why they stay afloat is
because they have a lot of family money
and backing that we just don’t have,”
said Ladymon-Stockard, an adjunct
professor of studio art at USC. “We were
breaking even four years in, but it wasn’t
sustainable enough.”
Now, t he local arts commu nit y
prepares to mourn the loss of a Columbia
creative staple. The closing of S&S
leaves downtown with just one other
independently owned arts supply store,
City Art on nearby Lincoln Street.
“It’ll leave a hole,” said Lee Snelgrove,
executive director of One Columbia for
Arts and Humanities, which supports
and promotes the arts in the city.
S&S h a s b een “a hub” for t he
community’s creative needs, Snelgrove
said.
Ken May, executive director of the
South Carolina A rts Commission,
con sider s S&S to have been “a n
important part of the kind of renaissance
on Main Street.”
“We regret that they’re leaving,” he
said. “Just knowing those people and
being able to walk in and say, ‘Could
you get me this?’ and they would order
that — having that kind of customized
service is attractive, and it comes with
a price.”
Family business
The way Stockard sees it, S&S saved
his life.
“I was really unhappy before I opened
this store. It had its ups and downs in
the first couple years, but the last couple
years have been fabulous,” Stockard said.
“And one of the reasons I’m kind of OK
with letting it go, is because I’m in such
a great place personally.”
A New Orleans native, Stockard
left his home for Lafayette, La., after
Hurricane Katrina. He made a brief
return to The Big Easy, but seeing the
city’s dire situation gave him an urge to
get away again.
In 2007, Stockard joined his father
in Columbia. His roots, though, were
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teaching posit ions at universit ies.
Stockard will stay intimately involved
with the arts community as a board
member for the First Thursdays on
Main.

Leah Grubb / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

A customer browses what’s left of S&S Art Supply’s inventory. Supplies are being
sold at deep discounts to clear the shelves before the store closes this month.
still deeply planted in his family’s New
Orleans art supply store, where he had
spent his childhood and started selling
supplies more than two decades ago.
So when the father-son duo decided
to make a go at their own business in
Columbia, they chose art supplies.
“One of my earliest memories was
going to my family’s art supply store and
picking out car models or little science
kit,” Stockard said. “I remember the
dusty f loors, and they would smoke
pipes and cigars ... and Grandma making
sure I knew that, ‘Hey, this is the family
shop, and it’s always here for you.’”
He envisioned the same for S&S — a
family-run store where his kids would
make memories before he one day passed
down the business to them. Stockard
knows now he won’t be handing over the
store to Lily and the new child he and
his wife will welcome next summer.
But in its four years, S&S has been
nothing if not a family business. It’s
where Stockard and his father realized
their dream of opening their own small
business. It’s where Stockard and his
wife met and began their relationship.
And it’s where their daughter has spent
the majority of her days.
”She has literally grown up here,”
Ladymon-Stockard said.
Meanwhile, the city’s arts epicenter
has grown up around her.
‘I just like helping people’
“I think if you have a community
that commits itself to showing the value
of a local or a handmade product, a
lot of times that can override what an
economy says or doesn’t say. And it’s
not something that we do very well in
America,” said Mark Plessinger, founder
of First Thursdays on Main and owner
of Frame of Mind, a specialty eyewear

store on Main Street.
That’s what concerns him about the
local arts and small business scenes in
Columbia. And that’s why he’s troubled
by S&S’s closing.
While Stockard can let go of S&S
with the peace of the impact its made on
his life and in the community, Plessinger
said it’s “gut-wrenching” to see a fellow
small-businessman fall to the power of
consumers’ “big-box” mentality.
Stockard couldn’t compete wit h
the lure of big-box deals and online
convenience.
But what customers won’t likely fi nd
outside of local suppliers like S&S is
the personal connection and in-depth
k nowledge base t hat Stockard has
brought to his business.
“I’ve always said I’m good at making
people better at what they do, so that’s
kind of what I’ve done with art supplies.
I know how to use the stuff. I’m not all
that great at doing it myself, but I’m
good at helping other people realize
their potential,” he said. “I just like
helping people.”
With the closing of S&S, Stockard will
transition to helping run his dad’s cigar
stores on Main Street and Rosewood
Drive while Ladymon-Stockard begins
looking for full-time, tenure-track

‘An impact in everybody’s lives’
While S&S revitalized Stockard’s life,
the shop also played an integral role in
bringing life to the emerging downtown
arts and business scenes when it arrived
on Main Street.
“They’ve been kind of a very large
cog in the wheel of the revitalization
effort,” Plessinger said. “Art is, I think,
especially important in a revitalization
effort. People respond to art.”
Stockard and S&S began making an
immediate impact on the downtown arts
community when, in its first month of
business on Main Street, S&S hosted a
local artist’s show at the store for First
Thursdays, the monthly arts part y
started by Plessinger in 2009.
What began as a monthly art show
at Frame of Mind snowballed into a
three-block neighborhood celebration of
visual arts, music, dance, food, drink and
community.
Plessinger estimates the event now
draws an average of 1,200 to 1,500 people
each month. And S&S, he said, has been
a “partner in crime” to help grow First
Thursdays to what it is now.
May recognizes First Thursdays
as ev idence of t he way t he cit y is
increasingly finding its identity in the
arts.
“You can now see billboards on I-77
touting the arts in Columbia, and it’s
worthy of touting,” he said. “I think
it’s becoming more and more a part of
the city’s profile and calling card, and I
think it’s really beneficial. A lot of the
city leadership really talks about it now
and buys into it.”
For a n y c it y, Ple s s i n g e r s a id ,
supporting local art is important for the
sake of keeping valuable talent at home.
For Columbia in particular, he said,
the need now is for the city to actually
take notice of the deep talent pool that’s
available, lest it trickle out to other cities.
“It’s unreal how deep the scene is here.
And I think it’s something that’s been
taken for granted,” Plessinger said. “One
of my favorite words is impact, and art
makes an impact in everybody’s lives.
And you don’t want that impact to go
away.”
DG
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Students responsible for Columbia economy
ISSUE
S&S Art Supply on Main
Street is closing down.
OUR STANCE
Students have to
support local business to
make Columbia a more
culture-rich city.
S&S A r t Supply on M a i n
St r e e t w i l l c lo s e l at er t h i s
month, and that should serve
as a reminder of how important
it is to support local arts and
businesses.
T h e s t o r e i s e m b le m at i c
of why sma l l busi nesses are
important to our communit y.
O w ner s E r ic St o c k a rd a nd
A ma nda Lady mon-Stock a rd
met at the store. Their daughter
grew up there.
That is to say, small business
owners are our neighbors. They
contribute to the community,
and the money their customers
spend stays in town. Plus, they
tout better products, ser v ice
and knowledge than you’ll fi nd
elsewhere.
And most of all, shopping at
local businesses helps create the
sort of vibrant local culture this
city needs.
For proof, look no f urt her
t han Main St reet. Its recent
revitalization largely owes to

locally owned organizations and
businesses like the Nickelodeon
Theatre, the Tapp’s Arts Center
and Drip, among many others.
And between the Nick, the art
museum and First Thursdays
on Main, it’s no secret that the
arts have featured prominently
in the area’s new energy.
Main St reet’s new life is a
testament to what supporting
our neighbors can do and the
culture it can provide us.
Here’s the thing: That goes
for students, too.
Sure, we have tight schedules
and tight budgets, so it’s easy

“The university is a
huge driver in the
local economy, so it
falls on us to decide
what kind of economy
we want to throw our
weight behind. Want
to make Columbia a
better city? Patronize
local businesses. ...
Columbia has a wealth
of options that often go
unappreciated.”

to think that the need to shop
locally doesn’t apply to us.
But it does. The universit y
is a huge driver in t he local
economy, so it falls on us to
decide what kind of economy
we want to throw our weight
behind.
Want to make Columbia a
bet ter cit y? Pat ron ize loca l
businesses. G o to plays. G o
to the Nickelodeon Theatre,
Conundrum Music Hall, Soda
C it y M a rket or t he ma ny
galleries, restaurants and stores
around town. Columbia has a
wealth of options that often go
unappreciated.
Colu mbia ha s made g reat
st r ides over t he past few
years, and it’s become a more
appealing place to live and work,
but it still has a ways to go in
terms of supporting what it has.
Just look at S&S.
So when you go to buy gifts
for the holidays or to spend a
night out or run errands, think
about where you shop, and think
about the culture you want to
support.
We hope you’ll choose local
businesses and the possibility of
a better Columbia.

Holidays should be about memories
Black Friday debacle
cheapens family time
Having celebrated my firstever Thanksgiving holiday last
week, I’ve been ref lecting on
the many things I have to be
grateful for, from big to small.
I’m t hank f ul for t he f riends
I’ve made wh i le st udy i ng
abroad and for the incredible
opportunit y to see the other
side of the world. I’m grateful
for Southern hospitality, mild
A ppa lach ia n weat her a nd
A merican tort illa chips. I’m
t ha n k f u l for bei ng g ra nted
incredible f latmates who have
taken me food shopping every
week and invited me to their
homes for Thanksgiving. A ll
in all, I’m most grateful that I
have so many different things to
be thankful for. Being grateful
isn’t an obligat ion or a dut y
on Thank sgiv ing Day; it’s a
privilege.
But it ’s s ad l y i ro n ic t h at
Thanksgiving Day is followed
so s w i f t ly by Blac k Fr iday.
Spending quality time with each
other is thrown out the window
in favor of f inding t he most
competitive deal for an array of
consumer goods. I understand
that it’s the opportune moment
to save money buying Christmas
gifts, but Christmas remains to
be seen in the eyes of many as a
time for presents.

T h i s y e a r ’s To y s R U s
advertisement sends out this
damaging message to children
and parents all over the world.
A busload of education-weary
children embark upon what they
think is a field trip, groaning as
their teacher asks them trivia
questions about plants. Much
to their surprise, he announces
that they’re actually going on a
shopping spree to a Toys R Us
megastore. The kids erupt in
euphoric screams
and run wild in the
aisles grabbing the
sh i n iest , biggest
toys they can get
t he i r h a nd s o n .
The com mercial
advocates t he
Evelyn
idea that toys are
Robinson
more i mp or t a nt
Second-year
to ch ildren t ha n
English
nature, harboring
and history
international
interest in
student
d ist u rbi ng ch i ld
make-up k its
and plast ic g uns rat her t han
ex plor i ng t he outdoors a nd
making memories.
I can remember a few
Christmas presents I was given
as a child. I had a red tapeplayer that had a microphone
attached to it, which drove my
family mad. I had a pink plastic
suitcase f ull of chunk y Lego
pieces that made up an entire
house. I used to hide out in
Bumblebee Cottage, the pop-up

house which provided endless
amounts of fun for my brothers
and I play ing hide and seek.
When I think about these toys,
they seem obscure and distant
in my mind. But when I think
about the day trips to the park,
the afternoons spent playing
in the snow and all those times
we went camping in Wales, the
memories come f looding back
clearer than HD.
The Toys R Us commercial is
a shocking nod to consumerism
at t he t ime of year made for
celebrating anything but plastic
goods. I hold special memories
of Ch r ist mas close to my
heart because I k now they’re
irreplaceable, when toys only
break and wear t hin. So I’m
most thankf ul for memories,
qua l it y t i me w it h my loved
ones and special, irreplaceable
moments this winter, because
these are the things that will
give me warmth every other day
of the year.

Taxes shouldn’t be used for
professional sports stadiums
Unnecessary changes not worth
further hurting struggling economies
The Atlanta Braves made waves last week
when they announced that they would be
leaving their current home at Turner Field
in Atlanta for a new stadium in the cit y’s
wealthier suburbs. More than half of the new
stadium’s cost will be covered by the team,
while t he ot her 45 percent will be borne
by taxpayers in Cobb Count y. A mong the
reasons cited for the move was a desire to
be closer to the center of the team’s fanbase
and t he cit y’s inabilit y to prov ide public
money to upg rade t he c u r rent st ad iu m.
Regardless of whether the announced move
was a good business decision, a
more important question should
be asked: Is it fair to raise taxes
on citizens to fund professional
sports franchises?
Based on t he reasons for
building the new stadium, the
answer is no. The team admitted
Chad
on their website that the current
Brown
stadium is fi ne, and that they are
Second-year
merely thinking ahead 20 to 30
insurance and
risk management years. While the team said they
student
weren’t satisfied with the current
stadium’s lack of public transit
access, the proposed new stadium
is located even farther from the nearest subway
station. On top of that, the county to which
they are relocating is currently facing an
$86.4 million school budget deficit, resulting
in furloughs of five days for the average school
employee this year. Cobb County is clearly not
in the best position fi nancially to be handing
$300 million to a sports franchise that already
plays in one of the largest stadiums in major
league baseball.
Compared to ot her teams, Braves fans
are getting a bargain. The Miami Marlins
recently built a new stadium that has taxpayers
on the hook for more than 80 percent of the
stadiums cost, projected to be over $2 billion,
including interest payments. Regardless of
how the financing for a new sports venue
breaks down, it is clear that cities do not need
professional sports to prosper. Austin, Texas,
has no major league sports teams yet, and it is
one of the fastest growing cities in the U.S.,
as it is also home to a flourishing tech sector.
It’s not a bad thing to want the best for
your favorite team, and there is something
to be said about the intangible benefits to a
city of professional sports. However, when
that entertainment comes at the expense of
furloughing teachers, incurring enormous
amounts of debt and subsidizing the wealthy
corporations and businessmen who own sports
franchises, cities should learn to just say no.

WHAT’S YOUR TAKE?
Do you want your opinion voiced in The Daily Gamecock?
Send letters to the editor to editor@dailygamecock.com and
guest columns to viewpoints@dailygamecock.com. Contact
viewpoints@dailygamecock.com for more information.

CONTACT INFORMATION

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p oi nt s p age i s to st i mu l ate
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community. All published
authors are expected to provide logical
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should
be submitted via email to editor@
dailygamecock.com. Letters must be
200 to 300 words in length and include
the author’s name, year in school and

area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
columns. Columnists should keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
A ll subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock and
must conform to the legal standards of
USC Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock,
let us know about it. Email editor@dailygamecock.com
and we will print the correction in our next issue.
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USC Dance choreographs, performs ‘Future Perfect’

Courtesy of Kevin Bush

Director Cindy Flach gave students of the USC Dance Conservatory the freedom to not only perform, but choreograph their own showing of ‘Future Perfect’ at Drayton Hall.

Students work independently
to create personalized showcase
Caitlyn McGuire

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

In a t y pical concert put on by USC dance
performance students, the dancers move across the
stage, meticulously acting out each choreographed
step given to them by their instructor.
But in this year’s “Future Perfect” showcase,
students prove their skills not only as dancers, but
also as choreographers.
T he per for ma nce prem ier i ng ton ight
at Drayton Hall Theatre will give audiences
the product of a semester’s worth of work and
individuality of eight dance students that range in
age from sophomores to seniors.
Director Cindy Flach worked with the students
to perfect their original choreography, but she
stepped back to allow their individual styles to
emerge, resulting in eight drastically different
pieces.
“Cindy helped us see the choreography from
someone who is not so personally involved with
it,” said second-year dance performance student

Virginia Green. “She gave us advice on how the
audience might look at it.”
Despite the overall guidance from Flach, Green
said she worked completely on her own to create
her fi rst choreographed piece at USC.
“These st udents did an outstanding job of
choreographing with deep and well-thought-out
ideas,” Flach said.
Like many of the students, Green said she drew
her inspiration for the piece from music. Using
contemporary movements, she invented each step
with the music in mind, but more importantly, the
theme of the music in mind.
“The hardest part was probably incorporating
t he t heme i nto t he movement s,” she sa id.
“Sometimes I needed to take break and [come]
back to it.”
Flach said putting four months of work into five
minutes of dance was just a piece of the creative
journey each dancer took. With some pieces
including up to 14 dancers, each student worked
to coordinate practices and keep in mind the
individual needs of all of their dancers.
“The students worked so seamlessly with each
other,” Flach said. “The more they shared, the
better the dances became.”
Green agreed that throughout the process,

she envisioned what each dancer would look like
during the performance, creating a teamwork
aspect to the entire project.
“More often t han not, t he st udents would
consult t he dancers wit h any problems t hey
were having,” Flach said. “The dancers really
helped in the process and allowed them to become
invested.”
Some t ime af ter t he st udents fou nd t heir
inspirat ion for t heir dances, Flach said she
stumbled upon her inspiration for the showcase
name of “Future Perfect.”
“I started to write my director’s note for the
program and kept wondering where people from
past semesters are,” she said. “I thought, ‘Where
is the future of dance?’ and ‘Where will these
girls be?’ These girls are the future of dance, and
this is the type of thing that leads them to future
success.”
The piece will premiere tonight at Drayton
Hall Theatre at 6 p.m. and will include works
from third-year students Mary Clements and
Melissa Gundling and fourth-year students Mariel
M it ton, Meredit h Madden, Camille Sellers,
Kelsey Uhl and Hannah Thomasson.
DG

Holiday event promotes shopping local
Sustainable Midlands
offers foods, presents
from Columbia area
Erika Ryan

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

While Cyber Monday promoted
c om merc ia l ret a i l , Su s t a i n able
Midlands’ holiday event celebrated
shopping, eating and buying local.
“A s u s t a i n a b l e e c o n o m y i s
important, look how many people
it supports,” said George Stankus
of Lamped Lighting. “Everything
I m a ke i s m ade f rom rec ycled,
repurposed, found, or thrift store
items made into lamps. Everything
serves a purpose,” he said.
Stankus was one of 42 vendors at
701 Whaley last night sharing their
stories, samples and good vibes.
Sustainable Midlands is meant to
promote local food and business,
to stimulate the economy and to
show the people of Columbia how
important it is to shop local.
Lau ra R ay of Pogoshop t a kes
old wool sweaters and fabric then
handcrafts items for children, like
teddy bears and hats.
“With everything you buy from
a local producer, you get a story,”
Ray said. “People like to have a
connection to what they buy.”
Sustainable M idla nds brought
together people from all over the
a rea to advo c ate a hea lt hy a nd
vibrant community.
“Events like t his prov ide local
people with jobs and give us more
interesting and diverse products,”
said Cel ik a Lara, a second-year
Fr e n c h a n d E u r o p e a n s t u d i e s

Hannah Cleveland / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Sustainable Midlands, an organization that advocates a “buy local mentality,” offers holiday treats from Columbia-area vendors.

student. “A ll of the products that
were being sold just made me so
happy, because I k now t hat t he
artists put a lot of heart and time
into their creations. It’s inspiring.”
One of the directors of the event,

Amandine Gresil, said, “Here you
can come with friends, have a glass
of wine, meet great people and shop
locally.”
Sustainable M idla nds is proof
that a sustainable Columbia may

have a long way to go, but it has a
beginning.

DG

Happy Holidays! Please recycle this paper.

Takeout can eat up your savings.
Pack your own lunch instead
of going out. $6 saved a day
x 5 days a week x 10 years
x 6% interest = $19,592. That
could be money in your pocket.
Small changes today. Big bucks
tomorrow. Go to feedthepig.org
for free savings tips.

CASTING
CALL
EVERYDAY!
11AM-6PM

Casting for
all positions

TILTED KILT COLUM%,A
380 Columbiana Drive, Columbia, SC 29212

803-732-5458

www.tiltedkilt.com

Like us on
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HOUSING
Looking for extra roommate in
4 person house
Need extra roommate for
Spring Semester in 4 bedroom
house with 3 other college
students
Email Rudman@email.sc.edu

EMPLOYMENT
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TRAVEL

Best Job on Campus! Be
a Carolina Caller! Flexible
Schedule, Work Nights
and Weekends, earn up to
$8.25/hr, Fall and Spring
Positions. Apply Online
sc.thecallingcenter.com

BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5 Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury
party cruise. Accommodations
on the island at your choice
of thirteen resorts. Appalachia
Travel. www.BahamaSun.com
800-867-5018

PHD • JORGE CHAM

wusc.sc.edu

THE SCENE
TODAY
LIGHTS BEFORE CHRISTMAS
5 p.m. to 9 p.m., $10
Riverbanks Zoo and Garden,
500 Wildlife Parkway

NICKELODEON THEATRE’S DESSERT
SCREENING: THE TRIP
5:30 p.m., $15
Nickelodeon Theatre, 1607 Main St.

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Today could mark the
beginning of something
wonderful. Push beyond
old limits. Your brave
acts may also push
someone else’s buttons.
Understand their point of
view and stay respectful.

Get into the competition.
You’re learning quickly.
Wr i t e d o w n w h a t a
wealthy, older person told
you. Respect the advice
you receive. Turn down
an expensive proposition,
though. Be humble, as
well, and you’ll score.
You’re radiant.

A dream reveals a
completion and a new
beginning. Work a little
magic; believe you will
succeed, even without
proof. The pressure’s on
to finish up, and there’s a
call to action. Revise your
routine. Keep sharing
ideas.

Keep long-term goals
in mind. Each ending
allows a new beginning.
You r tea m is ma k i ng
advances quick ly, and
your applause is greatly
appreciated. Sing out
praises! You’re respected
for your common sense.
Soak in the love.

Tr ue love’s wort h t he
cost. Compromise and
take action. Begin a new
course of study, or pursue
a passion. New sk il ls
look good on you. You’re
motivated to learn more.
A new personal phase
begins.

Taurus

Fr o m t he a s he s , t he
phoen i x r ises. New
opportunities open up in
your education. Do the
homework to succeed.
You have the resources
to try something you’ve
a lway s wa nted to do.
Accept suppor t a nd
acknowledge your team.
Give thanks.

Gemini

Tackle a renovation or
makeover project. Do
what you promised, even
if it seems impossible.
A f r iend or par t ner
would love to tell you
how. G at her up i n fo
and customize to suit.
Contemplate advice from
an elder.

Cancer

Show your appreciation
to someone. St a r t a
new phase this week by
completing an old one.
Get rid of the dead wood
and discover forgotten
treasures. Clean, sort and
organize. Connect with
neighbors. Allow yourself
a reward.

Virgo

Libra

You r m ate help s you
get your message out.
G i v e a f i n a l m i g ht y
push. Discover another
f ringe benef it. You’re
determined to succeed;
k e e p t he mome nt u m
goi ng a nd v ic tor y i s
natural. Celebrate, then
get right back to it.

Scorpio

You want to be fi nished.
Do the research so you’ll
k now t he b e s t p at h .
You’re mak ing money
for others. Your mind
is clear, and a shift in
priorities arises. Lead
your team to v ictor y.
Archive what worked.

Capricorn

Pisces

Bring out your secret
power. Talk about how it
can be applied to a work
project for long-lasting
results. You’re learning
a s you go a long, a nd
a b r i l l i a nt d i s c over y
changes t he game.
Celebrate what you’ve
accomplished.

Email mix@dailygamecock.com
about creating our daily comic.

12/03/13
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For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

It's at the grand market place, too.
Just bring your carolina card

VEIL OF MAYA, STRUCTURES,
NORTHLANE, VILDHJARTA, HERE
COMES THE KRAKEN
6:30 p.m., $13 advance /
$15 day of show
The New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.

USC JAZZ STRINGS & JAZZ GUITAR
ENSEMBLE IN CONCERT
8:30 p.m., $5
Conundrum Music Hall,
626 Meeting St.

12/03/13

Aquarius

Y o u ’ v e
b e e n
contemplating the future.
List desired domest ic
improvements; the odds
are good to accomplish
them. Don’t let a grumpy
mood spoil the moment.
Push to fi nish a job. Get
the family to help and the
work will go faster.

Doodle in class? Like to draw?

hey,
it's
food
on DEC. 9TH. at 11pm. for free.

TOMORROW

StudERy 8 – 15
DECEMB

De-stress before the test.

ACROSS
1 Baby bovine
5 At the drop of __
9 Ice cream brand
that’s “Grand”
13 Ice cream-andcookies
brand
14 “The Thinker”
sculptor
16 Fat unit
17 Tailless cat
18 Steak option
19 Hereditary code
carrier
20 Ted Williams had
a .344 lifetime
one
23 Stat start
24 Fishing pole
25 Agreeable to
doing
28 Site of many a
shady
transaction
34 More or less
36 Cacophony
37 __ Linda,
California
38 Chef’s recipe
words
39 Boo-boo
protector
42 “Bad Moon
Rising” pop gp.
43 Go ape
45 Go bad
46 Attached to the
bulletin board
48 Bullet-proof vest,
e.g.
51 Pries (into)
52 P&L column
53 Visibility impairer
55 Common
college degree,
whose
abbreviation is a
hint to 20-, 28-,
39- and 48Across
62 Japanese golfer
Aoki
63 With 67-Across,
innovative or
experimental
artists’ group
64 Birthday serving
66 Envelope abbr.
67 See 63-Across
68 Way out
69 Give guff to
70 Shakespearean
king

71 Chip enhancers
DOWN
1 Dot-__
2 Man from Oman,
often
3 Actress Olin
4 Dance that
precedes “golf” in
the NATO
phonetic
alphabet
5 Wheelchair guy
on “Glee”
6 Schmooze, as
with the A-list
7 Work like __
8 Fey of “30 Rock”
9 Asian menu
appetizer
10 Rasta’s hairdo
11 Yin’s counterpart
12 Hook’s sidekick
15 St. for gamblers
21 Go pitapat
22 Disco __
25 Vandenberg or
Edwards: Abbr.
26 Chico’s chicken
27 Chickens, to
kids
29 Build up, as a
collection
30 Hush-hush fed.
org.

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

31 Make booties,
e.g.
32 Game show host
33 36-inch units
35 Jamie of
“M*A*S*H”
40 __ de plume
41 Tony of 60-Down
44 Constricting
snakes
47 Compelled via
force
49 Sufﬁx with lemon
50 “Help Me, __”:
Beach Boys hit

54 “... happily ever
__”
55 Skewed view
56 “The Thin Man”
canine
57 Fall behind
58 Roundish shape
59 Steak order
60 Sitcom set in a
garage
61 Not attend
65 “Men in Black”
baddies, brieﬂy
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Staley reaches 100 wins with victory
Gamecocks trounce
NC Central by 52 points
Danny Garrison

DGARRISON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Coach Dawn Staley’s 100th win
as head coach of the South Carolina
women’s basketball team came in
convincing fashion Monday night, as
the Gamecocks demolished North
Carolina Central 79-27.
“I think any win is a good thing,
but I always try to keep things in
perspective,” Staley said. “I think over
the past couple of years, our players
have done a tremendous job in getting
me to this point.”
Staley’s 100 victories have come
in five seasons after taking over the
program in May of 2008, and she
has led South Carolina to back-toback NCAA tournament appearances,
including a Sweet 16 appearance two
years ago.
With Monday’s triumph, the No.
12/13 Gamecocks have yet to be
beaten this season, and no team has
even come within 20 points of doing
so.
Sophomore guard Tiffany Mitchell
led the way against the Eagles with
19 points and has scored in double
figures in every contest this season.
M itchel l’s early-season success
has her near the top of the SEC in
several statistical categories including
field-goal percentage (third), steals
(seventh) and points per game (10th).
“I think Tiffany is now in the
process of trimming the fat,” Staley
said. “Now she’s more selective in
the shots that she’s taking, and she’s
seeing her numbers go up because
she’s more efficient.”
Two other Gamecocks turned in
double-digit performances on offense
Monday, as junior Aleighsa Welch had
13 and freshman Alaina Coates went
for 15. Coates was a presence on the
boards as well, hauling in a team-high
seven rebounds on the night.
I n her f i rst yea r w it h Sout h
Ca rol i na, Coate s ha s made a n
immediate contribution. She averages
13 points and 8.9 rebounds per game,
statistics that have even Coates herself
pleasantly surprised.
“I knew I was going to make some
sort of impact, but I wasn’t expecting

it to be this great,” Coates said. “I’m
grateful that it is and I’m able to help
my team in the way that I am. And
I’m just going to continue to keep
working hard.”
While Coates has shined coming
off the bench, several players on the
South Carolina roster have seen very
limited minutes in the first eight
games. But Monday night’s blowout
victory allowed Staley to give every
Gamecock that was suited up a chance
to take the floor.
“A lot of those players that played at
the end of that basketball game, they
have to sit a lot,” Staley said. “But they
practice just as much as the people
that play a whole lot of minutes.”
Not o n l y d id e ver y el ig ible
player enter the game against NC
Central, but each one scored at least
one bucket, including freshman
India Farmer’s first-ever points in a
Gamecock uniform.
The sentimental aspect of emptying
the bench aside, Mitchell thinks
games like the one Monday could
serve to help South Carolina’s depth
as the season progresses.
“I think it’s a good confidencebuilder going into the home stretch
of nonconference play and going into
conference play,” Mitchell said. “So
we’re going to need confidence going
into that.”
The Gamecocks have just t wo
games remaining before SEC play
begins, including South Carolina’s
biggest test of the season so far
when they take on No. 18/12 North
Carolina on Dec. 18.
Staley has brought Gamecock
women’s basketball from relative
obscurity to national prominence en
route to her first 100 wins with the
program, earning just 10 victories
in her first season in Columbia in
comparison to South Carolina’s 25
last year.
And while the coach appreciates
the milestone she reached Monday
night, she is saving her enthusiasm for
a much bigger achievement.
“We want the big one to be the
big one, which is win a national
championship,” Staley said. “So if
we can add all these hundred games
and wins up and it equals a national
championship one day, that’s when I’ll
be the happiest.”
DG
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Freshman Alaina Coates recorded 15 points and seven rebounds in the 79-27 win
over NC Central. Coates averages 13 points and nearly nine rebounds per game.

Youth, injuries plague South Carolina
Team finishes season
on 8-match losing streak
David Roberts

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

In a season where South Carolina
failed to match the 2012 team’s win total,
head coach Scott Swanson is sticking
to what he said at the beginning of the
season.
Fielding a team featuring 10 freshmen
and one transfer player, Swanson said he
wasn’t setting any goals for conference
w i ns or t h i ng s of t hat nat u re i n
anticipation for 2013. Instead, he was
focused on seeing his team fight to the
last point and ultimately gain experience
as a team.
“I think we know now more than
ever,” Swanson said. “They got to get
an idea of the speed that the SEC brings
... they kind of got exposed at times,
whether it be their footwork or just the
ability to play a ball that’s coming at
them harder than it was in high school
or in club volleyball.”
South Carolina finished the season
with eight consecutive shutout losses,
Setter Kellie McNeil was forced to miss
all of those matches due to a seasonending foot injury. The Gamecocks
struggled to find a replacement for
McNeil, who was the glue for their
offensive attack. At the time of her
injury, McNeil was averaging more than
ten assists per set, owning 834 on the
season.
Olivia Barthel / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Through t he remaining mont h,
Freshman
Helen
Récaborde
was
forced
into
action
when
Kellie McNeil was injured.
South Carolina used freshman Helen
Récaborde to fill the hole left by McNeil.
T he G a mecock s fou nd Mc Nei l’s Récaborde finished her 2013 campaign C a r ol i n a f re s h me n t o s e e g a me
proficiency hard to replace, as they with an average of just fewer than seven action season. After seeing what the
averaged a .096 shooting percentage assists per set. The freshman from competition level is like in college and
with Récaborde as the setter. The team Atlanta enjoyed a career-high day in specifically in the SEC, Swanson expects
was averaging .236 before the McNeil assists when she recorded 34 in a three- his team to demand better of themselves.
“I think they all kind of get it now
set loss to Alabama.
injury.
Récaborde was one of nine South that they have to get better and they
Pushed into the starting lineup,

have to get stronger and faster,” Swanson
said. “That’s usually how freshmen
get motivated to work harder in the
off-season.”
Swanson also said that ball control
would continue to be a focal point
heading into the off-season.
A major hit for t he Gamecock s
will undoubtedly be the departure of
senior outside hitter Juliette Thévenin.
Although South Carolina’s senior class
only includes two players — Juliette
Thévenin and Lindsey Craf t, t he
two accounted for 34 percent of the
Gamecocks’ k ills this season. The
majority of those kills came at the hands
of Thévenin, who finished her South
Carolina career with 1,590 kills — thirdmost in school history. Thévenin also
became the second player in program
histor y to record more than 1,000
kills and 1,000 digs in her career. Amy
Iannoccari did so too, as she notched
1,231 kills and 1,012 digs from 1991 to
1994.
Heading into the off-season, Swanson
ha s t he com for t of k now i ng h is
recruiting class is locked up. Swanson
said that the 2014 and 2015 classes have
already committed. He also noted that
they will continue to go after younger
players, and are already talking to 2016
and 2017 recruits.
“You’ve got to find the right fit,”
Swanson said. “But we’re recruiting very
young and so it’s hard to know exactly
how well or how quickly they’re going
to develop. That’s always a risk. You’re
talking about recruiting that far out
that, and that’s what we have to do in our
business.”
As it is now, Swanson will continue
to sell the program as one that is
continually getting better. The younger
Gamecocks will head into the off-season
with the familiarities of collegiate play
fresh in their minds, knowing what lies
ahead of them next fall.
DG

